Dear [INSERT MP NAME],
I am writing to express my concern regarding the continued use of bearskin in the production of the King's Guard hats by the Ministry of Defence. The guards who stand outside royal palaces such as Buckingham Palace and Windsor Castle serve as important symbols of British culture and act as ambassadors of our nation. Therefore, it is disappointing to learn that their hats are made from the fur of  Black Bears. 

In 2023, it was reported that the cost to taxpayers for each hat had increased to £2,040, up from £1,560 in the previous year. This rise emphasises the growing financial burden on taxpayers in the context of the ongoing cost-of-living crisis. Additionally, it raises ethical concerns related to the use of animal-derived products, which are in conflict with the values upheld by the royal household. Reports consistently indicate that Queen Camilla has preferred to purchase only faux fur clothing for several years, thereby rendering the use of real bearskin even more discordant with the principles of the monarchy.

In 2022, a petition received over 100,000 signatures calling for the abolition of bearskin in ceremonial headgear. The response from the previous government was unsatisfactory. Although PETA proposed an alternative to the Ministry of Defence at that time, these options were considered unsuitable and failed to meet specific criteria. Since a change in government, the issue of bearskin hats has been deprioritised; however, public opposition to this practice remains strong. I strongly urge you to support the petition linked below, which advocates for the complete discontinuation of bearskin use and encourages the Ministry of Defence to consider humane alternatives, such as faux fur.

Furthermore, I respectfully request that you raise this issue with the Minister for Defence and advocate for the adoption of faux alternatives. Additionally, I urge for an adjournment debate on this matter to increase awareness and ensure accountability within the Ministry of Defence.
Kindest Regards,
[INSERT NAME]
